
 

 
 

Renewable energies: stability instead of volatility in times of crisis 
 

Düsseldorf, 11th March 2022 - Renewable energy production in Germany was well above plan in February 

2022. And despite a hacker attack on the satellite infrastructure, production continued without disruption. 

"This shows that renewables are now no longer the volatile part of the German energy mix, but the stable 

one," says Markus W. Voigt, CEO of aream Group. 

 

The German solar parks produced 106 percent of the target value. Together with the 141 percent that came 

together for wind due to stable strong winds, that builds a strong buffer for the rest of the year. "The storms 

at the beginning of the year caused the wind farms in particular to produce significantly more electricity than 

expected," Voigt said. "The fact that the solar farms were also above target is a nice additional effect." 

Overall, he said, it shows that renewables are stably meeting planned demand for electricity - and even 

providing energy beyond that. 

 

"In view of a growing demand for energy and the likely loss of some gas and oil supplies, this is an important 

and good signal," Voigt said. "The sooner the legislature now simplifies and shortens the approval 

procedures, the stronger renewables will be able to cope with the burden of the energy transition." The crisis 

in Ukraine also showed that centrally organized power generation is always vulnerable, he said. "When 

individual large power plants cover the electricity needs for millions of people, they are naturally also targets 

for attacks or acts of sabotage in times of crisis," Voigt says.  

 

The decentrally organized renewable energies with their many small sites are much less at risk. Even an attack 

on satellite communications did not cause a collapse in supply. "The hacker attack at the end of February 

2022 did not lead to production losses at the affected wind and solar plants," says Christian Schnaidt, COO 

of the aream Group. "We ourselves were affected by the disruption of the satellite connection at two plants." 

The KA-Sat network that was attacked is used at wind turbines and also solar parks that are located in areas 

without mobile communications. Here, satellite-based communication is used for control and remote 

monitoring.  

 

But although the satellite connections were down due to the attack, there was no risk. Since the systems 

regulate themselves autonomously, for example by shutting down in the event of strong winds or hurricanes, 

production continued without restriction. Attacking plants on a larger scale is hardly possible, so a nationwide 

outage is unlikely. "In any case, renewable energies are a very stable factor in the German energy mix," says 

Voigt. 

 

More information: www.aream.de. 

 

About aream 

The aream Group is a fully integrated investment and asset manager for institutional investors with a focus 

on sustainable infrastructure in the renewable energy sector, which includes wind and solar power, grids and 

storage technology. In this context, aream is represented along the entire value chain from project 

development to plant operation. With a transaction volume of more than EUR 1.5 billion, the company has 

been covering the entire spectrum of asset management services for over 15 years and ensures the 
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commercial and technical optimization of the assets. In addition to classic project investments in clean 

energy, aream also offers investment opportunities in climate-tech companies: directly or via private equity 

solutions. aream combines investment expertise with technical and commercial know-how and ensures 

sustainable performance with stable distributions, returns and value growth through a structured investment 

and risk management process. 
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